Adjudication of child sexual abuse cases.
This article discusses issues in the adjudication of child sexual abuse allegations. Such allegations may be tried in criminal court and/or civil court (in child abuse or divorce proceedings), and these forums are discussed. Often central to any of these proceedings is the necessity for a child to testify. The article reviews research about the believability of child witnesses and discusses accommodations for the child that could assist the child witness and encourage accurate testimony, as well as continue to protect the rights of the accused.